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      BOYD CALLS FOR AN HONEST BUDGET

Administration's budget fails to include full cost of operations in Iraq and Afghanistan

  
        
      

WASHINGTON, D.C.-Congressman Allen Boyd (D-North Florida) today criticized the Administration's 2007 budget for its failure to include the full cost of our efforts in Iraq and Afghanistan and called on the President to return honesty and accountability to our government's budget.  

The President's 2007 budget asks for $439.3 billion in discretionary defense spending, but the bulk of this funding is for personnel and procurement and not our ongoing mission in Iraq and Afghanistan.  Additionally, the President's budget fails to account for the cost of all men and women in uniform, opting to pay for over 15,000 Army and Marine Corps personnel in a supplemental package later this year.

"By omitting the full cost of operations in Iraq and Afghanistan, the Administration's budget is not an honest account of money in and money out," said Congressman Boyd.  "In 2005, we spent over $5 billion in Iraq and Afghanistan every month, and by not including these costs in our budget, we are overlooking one of our biggest expenses.  It's akin to a family leaving their mortgage payment out of their budget.  The Administration has gotten in a bad habit of funding the War on Terror-one of their biggest priorities-through emergency supplemental bills, and this is an unhealthy cycle for our government and misleading to the American people."

Under the guise of fiscal restraint, the President's proposed $2.7 trillion budget will decrease domestic spending, yet still leave a massive $355 billion deficit.  However, $355 billion is not an honest figure since this does not account for the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.  To make matters worse, the President's budget does nothing to make the federal government more accountable for taxpayer dollars. 

A leader of the Blue Dogs, Congressman Boyd is deeply concerned with continued deficit spending, the complete disregard for fiscally responsible policies, and a fundamentally dishonest budget process.  In 2005, Congressman Boyd joined his fellow Blue Dogs in offering a 12 Step Plan to reform our broken budget process.  The Blue Dog plan required, among other things, that the pay as you go rules be reinstated, that Congress produce a balanced budget, and that all federal agencies pass clean audits.

"Our budget process is in shambles, full of wasteful spending and devoid of accountability and enforcement measures," Boyd stated.  "For example, the Coalition of Provisional Authority, under the Department of Defense, cannot account for $3.15 billion of $21 billion sent to Iraq for reconstruction efforts in 2003.  This waste and lack of accountability show total disregard for taxpayer dollars and a financial problem that is spiraling out of control.  Unfortunately, the President is continuing this harmful trend with a budget that does not include meaningful budget reforms and fails to account for our spending."

A fifth generation farmer from Monticello, Congressman Boyd is in his fifth term in the United States Congress.  As a leader of the conservative Blue Dog Democrats, Boyd is a proponent of fiscal responsibility in Washington, D.C.
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